Invisible Jukebox

Every month we play a musician or group a series of records which they're asked to
identify and comment on - with no prior knowledge of what they’re about to hear
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Current 99's David Tibet first made his mark
in the ‘Industrial’ culture of the early 1980s,
even though he was sceptical of the
Industrial formula equating inept noise with
socially ‘transgressive’ acts. His early
reading habits, which included a fascination
with Aleister Crowley, seeded hi
interrogations of occult and official belief
systems and their rituals, which have
informed much of his work as Current 93.
The name itself is a Crowleyan reference,
being one of the many tenets of the Law of
Thelema. He formed the group - briefly
known as Dogs Blood Order - in 1982. The
first Current 93 record proper was the 1983
single, “LAShTAL", which was followed by a
series of dark loop/soundscape albums.
Concurrent with Current 93's fledgling years,
Tibet was also briefly a member of Psychic
TV. He participated in their first two albums,
plus the set of Tibetan thighbone trombane
music included with early copies of PTV's
1982 debut Force The Hand Of Chance.

But his most significant meeting in this
period was with Nurse With Wound's Steven
Stapleton. Subsequently, Stapleton has
contributed to virtually all Current 93's
releases (already numbering more than 30
albums), while Tibet has has appeared on
almast all of Nurse With Wound's. Since
1986 Tibet has pursued an ‘apocalyptic folk’
direction, mixing traditional elements with
more avant experimentation. Guided by his
spiritual leanings and his esoteric tastes in
music and literature, Current 93's body of
work partly constitutes an idiosyncratic
exploration of hidden or suppressed aspects
of British history. Through his record label
and publishing imprint Durtro, Tibet also
champions outsider or overlooked artists he
feels most passionate about, among them
musicians as diverse as Shirley Collins, Tiny
Tim and Nature And Organization, and
writers such as Count Stenbock. The
Jukebox took place at Tibet's home in East
London.

MONKS
"SANGWA DUPA
FROU TIGETAN BUDDHISW: TANIEAS OF GYOTO
[ELEKTRANONESUCH EXPLORER) 1

Viell [t apgears to me 1o be a Tibetan manastic tual. My
knowledge ol Tibetan is not great bul with a chant like this i's
not easy to get any of the words anyway. But if | saw the text
in Tibetan | could [dentify more easily the bodhisativa or the
dety imoived. It s0unds mare lie it going to be an earier
farm of Tibetan Budahism, 53 1t might be Nyingmapa or it
might even be Boapo. But it sounts ke L might b the
Mahakala ritual o a protector daity ritual, it got that datker
nature. [Looks at CD] | actually have this on CD and vingl. |
was wrong — this Is 2 Gelugpa ane, but itis a tantic ritual
that comes from Padmasambhava's teaching, who was the
founder of the Nyingmapa sect. Its the inroductory part of
the Mahakala ritual, Mahakola being 3 pratector deiy, a
wrathiul daity who crushes enemies of Buddhism,
You studled Buddhism in Nepal: whot drew you aver there?
1 was bom in Malaysia 5o | was braught up in Asia and so |
was realy interested in Asian religion as a child. Then, when |
was St in Malaysia, | got interested in Tibetan Buddhism
Because of Lobsang Rampa. He was a great introducer af
Tibetan Buddhism 1o the West and he sold millions of books.
He wrote a ook called The Third £ye, which | think was his
first book, where he claimed that he had an epération to open
the thind eye, the pineal gland. As his books got more and
mose outiandish — including a book that was writtén by his
cat and transtribed by Lobsang Rampa — there was a gond
‘sxpose of him in the Fortean Times, They discavered he was in
fact a plumber who fved, | think, in the north of England
called Cyril Henry Hoskins. | think he had eriginally been @
surgical russ salesman before he became 3 plumber

You knaw haw peopla always become interested in things
that are foreign to their cullare? | became interested in two
things: Tibetan Buddhism and Criristianity | spent time in
Kathmandu and | studied Tibetan Buddhism under a lama,
Chimed Figdzin Lama Rinpoche, who was a tantic master of
the Nyingmapa sect, ahich was fundamental
branch of Tibetan Buddhism.

| released an album by him, which was a solo Tibetan chant.
The lineags he was a member of were non-celibate and he
was also a farocipus meat eater. | ook Him In to record some
tantic riuals. There's one called Chod. Originally his wauld
be done siting on top of a carpse in a graveyerd. Chod is the
Tibtan verh ‘o cut’ and the paint of it was to surmund
yourself with teror and then to cut the ego; cut yourself up
and reassemble yourselt in a purer state. He said, Can you go

nd gl me a saack, David?' The engineee was  vegan and Id
earlier told him I'm biinging in  highly respected Budghist
lama chanting some of the ruly impartant Buddhist iusls. |
came Back in with a blue plastic bag of raw steak that had
been chopped into big cubes. So Rinpache was there eating
all s raw steak whist blawing on 2 thighbone tumpet and
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sublly put together compared to recant examples of total
maching neise. Could you tum it down a bit? The cats got
unnerved by the high frequencies.

Did the confrontational aspect of the group averride the
aesthetics of the music Itself?

Obigusly e pe75a 10 answer that wauld be Wiliam. e
really would €onceNLALe with great care on anything he did,
from fiyers, album design, live Shaws, even e prossing plant.
1 remember one of his early texts was: The listenér t this
album will experignce the most extreme reaciion possible
because this Is the mast brutal and extreme music of oll Ume!
He would also say that e come from a completely lperiarian
perspective, sa some people thought that he was exireme
ight wing, But | kngw him well and as far as | knaw him, that
Wasn't the case. He was an xpent on De Sade, an expert on
Roman decadence, a very, very inteligant and educaied man,

Tnere were obwiously a ot of grougs wha came after
Whitehous and just did the shock tctics, That was really
tedious. But | think Wilkiar and i project, it Was 3 Super-
personal thing. He followed his oan star and was never
bothered that magazines wouldn't da an intérviéw with him, or
that e might get banned from various things. He had
abselutely no sense of campromise.

At the time [in the early BOs| it was really exciting going 1o
see Whitehause play for 15 minuies, then seeing ihe police
dragging the audience awa: They did an amazing shaw of a
place calied the Robuck. [Nurse With Wound's| Steve
Stapleton knew the form and when to gat aut before the
blod staned to flo, but aven he had a glass thiown at his
face 3nd had t 9 to hospital

WILLIAM LAWES

“PAVAN, CONSORT SETT A 5 [N G MINOR"

ROM FOR V£ FIDLLS MAGIN CLASSICS) 1638-4
RectroD e
John Donland, “Flow My Tears”. Mo, its William Lawes, the
apening phrase s very similar, it quotes L. 15 this [Early Music
group] Fretwork playing? ks it from For Ye Violls? | would say
he's my favourite compaser of al time, but its so difficul.
[Dowland's] “Flow My Tears™ is one of the greatest songs, in
i opinion, eves wiltlen, Lawes was a partisan of Charies |
during the [English] Civl War. He was kiled at the slege of
Chester by a stray mushat ball and Chares |, who himeelf was
a greal uiol player, wept.

With Lawes, for me, there is such a larible sease of
yeamingin his music. This & the death knell of a certain
England, its 50 stately and melancholy. I you Fisten to Purcell
wha came Later, lsten ta his Funeraf Music — its salem, s
funercal, but this s just the most autumael music 've ever
heard. Its pervaded by o sense of absolute ansience — s 5o
timeless it cauld be writen now. In s transience s its

banging & skull drum with bleod his chin, | wish
1 iad o1 videg.

WHITEHOUSE

“SHITFUN"

FROM ANTHOLOG 1, COVE GREANISATION ARCHIVES 107681
TSuSan LawLn 1961

O, Whitehouse, Its cartainly one of their earlier ones. Il et
# when the singing comes in. [Distorted howling commences]
It ~Shittun”, [originally] from Erectar. William Bennett Jof
Whitehauise] anid | used 1o be good fisnds, The last tme |
Saw hifh was gutsid an Atnur Lee/ Love show antt | haven't
spaken o i for Seven or Eight years. Again, this had an
incregible simplicty of sound and an meredible venom. s
really distwbing music with so lite; just an effected vaice
and high and low frequencies and space to maka such an
impressive, unnerving sound. | actually think it wes quite
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and cliched. I just
noborl wiota music ke Lowes. | 5 an album call Of Rune
Or Some Blazing Starre |1394] and | was obsessed by three
Fguses: William Lawes; Louls Wain, the Ecwardian cat arist who
warit insane and died in the asylum; and Charles. Sims, who
s an Exwardian society palnter, His san died in the Great War
and he staned having hallucinations and doing thess bizame
and terrifying ‘Blakean Spirlualy’, a5 he called the.

1 gather that on of your favaurite albums is Anthes o
Eden by Shirley & Dolly Callins, which was graundbroaking
In lts day for bringing periad instruments to English folk,
How did your Interest In these areas devalap?

They came separately,The persan who introduced me 1o
Shirley's music was |graphic arist] Sevage Pencil, He just said
tome, You'l like ths, Toet', becouse my interests were in folk
stovies, firy Lales, L was a Ume when my music was becoming
a lot less almaspheric and moving to a simpler farm. Shirley is
beyond falk. s more than tha. She’s ke the presiding
spiritual ganivs of folk to me, The arists | mest admire, | felt
ke they were manifestations of God, nal an incamatian, but a
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paicutary pure manifsstation of the purest an passible.
was tatally unmannered, there was never ary pretente in her
vaice, She sang as she thought, as she feit. Pt a pair of s
o0 the hean and that's what Shirley sounded Bz,

My accountant s an expert on Milon and a great fan of
Renaissance MISic, 394 Knowing my emovanal and religiaus
interests, supgested Wiliam Lawss. | was alreaiy very fond of
Dowland and the Caralingan English mystical poets like Henry
Yaughan, [Richard] Crashaw, Georga Herbert. 5o Lawes fited
absalilely intp that ematie esim. | got 1o meet Shirkey — the
continuation of the obsession is o actually mest the people
that | ieolise — | did the same with Ty Tim when | became
obsessed by him anu then Ent to release  coupie of Shiry's
albums on Durr, Lawes unfortunately | can't get to meet.

1 tand to be influnced by peaple whose ar is their e, 1t
wasa'tfolic music thet influenced me, 1t was the aesthetio
area around folk — the simplicity and purity of nartatian,
armangement, The emations involved are the profound ones:
jealausy, betrayal, murder, lust, searching for Bod, the timeless

speak about. Same of it wos really good, some o it was really
rat at al good, bul itwas an interesting and Instructive period
loughs]...You hai to have been there.

The mind boggles.

It did indeed, Lats of things boggled — some af those things
haven't stopped bogging

KEVIN AYERS

“OLE OLEH BANDU BANDONG"

FROM JOF OF A TOY (BGO) 1960

1 knaw this: Kevin Ayers. They'e singing in Malay.

T'ye always wandered what the hics mean. Do you knaw?
My Maley is hopeless now, | showed it ta my dad, wha has
eparted now, He said It might be Indanesian, which is similar
1o Malay | showed it to my mum and she didn’t know, and her
Malay is goad, This is an Joy OFA oy, The ane | realy like by
Kiin Ayers s “Lady Rachel”, hich Is en this. atoum, and
*Sang Fiom The Bottam 01 A Well* fom
mrmmmgswesmg This Is & song | really ke,

v If you liked this tum of the decade English

themes, but pat in a way withaut ar
psychalogieal speculation

HIOLMAR ORN HILMARSSON

“Al

FROW ENGLAR ALHETNSWS OST (KRINK) 2003

T saunds like fim misic ta me.

It is a soundtrack.

s not Don't Look Now s 12 | gidn't think it was. Was this a
hitas an album?

It's nat @ big film, but you know the persan who wrote the
music.

It's not Graeme Revell? It doesn't sound like him. What
country are they fram?

leeland.

Ah, w!ll then, its Hamar Orn Hilmarsson. 18 it Children Of
Nalure?

Mo, hnl its the most recent film by the same director,
Frodrik Thor Fridrikssan: Angels Of The Univecse.

1 hizven't heard thal. Ke's an oid friend of mine, but he
pramises ta sead me the albums and they néver arte, Not
that lang ago Hilmar rang e and said, ng o sendt
you this albun, its me working with Sigur R6s', So blame him
for that How I've got one wiong and 15 Hilmar's tault, But
it's gat that Simplicity anc emotive touch that Hilmar doss so
well. Té only one Ve got by him is Children Of Natre, but
he used on that some of the music that he and | did together
for an album called island [the Icalaniic name for loelond).
s very Himar-ih now that | hear it | hardly ever waich
films, Spinal Tap, | knaw the soundirack of that and Jesus
Christ Superstar, which is anuther of my favourile films.

As Current 93 with Hilmar Bm Hilmarssan, we did a 12° EP
callcd Crowleymass [in 1987) which was a pisstake of
[Aleister| Crowley and his worshippers. It was a disco thing.
We ahways g0t 50 many letiers from people saying things like,
“fou'e inta Crowley, can you shaw us how 10 join an
organisation that will give s Pawer?” — with & capital ® of
course — and magick this, magick that, it was. really prety
tedious. 5o we did & G520 ibUte to Crowley which backfired
because we Staned o Gt &ven more letiers saying, How
cunning of you to usa the pop disco dance form t spread the
Great Beast’s ideas...

Did you cross paths with Hilmarsson in Psychic Tv?

No. | was there during, the recorgeng of Ure first album and
jumped ship during the reeording of the second altum and
Hilmar joined abaut a year later, The person thal actually
intreduced me to Kilmar was Rose McDowallfram Stsmbery
Suitchblade, wha has worked with Current,

What did you play in Péyehic TV2

| cant ey play anything. | played thightbons umpet —
anyone can piay thighbons trumpet. You just purse your lips. i
was an odd time. It was something 'm ahways fairy reticent to
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ur\dlrpoumi stf pified by the Harvest abel?
Pete Biown's Pibloko, Quatermass, Taa And Symphary.

The Edgar Broughton Band?

1 quite e the early Edgar Broughton Band. Thid Eor Band,
my favourie album was Macbeth and my favourite tack o
hat album is that vocal track [*Fleance”, wilh vocals by a
young; Keith Chegwin]. Steve Siapleton fs a big fan of The
Third Ear Band. They were a band | liked the idea af, but the
music s a bit 1on frenetic. Thera is undarground wig-aut stuf |
liked from the 70s, but again they had to be mare spaciows.
Some of the German bands | like a 01, Jike Sand, Alcatraz,
Anima; Mahogany Brain from Francs, They were really great.
D0 you know that Engish underground band Comus? The
carkest, most scidic and fighiening acid falk album aver
wmade, First Unterance. They were a big inluence on me. s a
veally disturbing album,

JACK SMITH FEATURING

MARIO MONTEZ

“SILENT SHADOWS ON

CINEMAROC ISLAND"

FROM STLENT SHADODWS O CINELUAOC ISLAN

Uit CIREET 1562 3964 (TASLE OF THE ELEVENTSI 1988
RELEASED 197

Ihaven't got a clue whet [t i, but | immediately think it could
b Timolly Leary. Could t be Angus Mactise, something lie
het?

Gotting closo.

New York underground? [Tony] Conagy?

Conrad and John Cale play on it In fact its part of Tony
Conrad's Audio Artive serics.

Yo can hear Canrad and Cale naises, The guy [resiter] | can't
sontity because he's trying t sound ke & groovy cat Wh is
e guy?

sack Smith, film maker and proto-performance artist.

This genaral New Yark underground era: | knaw people are
fascinated by it but it never did it for me. My lavourite out of
that whale New Yark minimalist any areo is Charlemagne
Palestine. | ove his music and we put out an album by him
0 my label [Kareninal. This area is historically interesting
900 | £an see why people are faseinated in i, but its nol
teally for me

Some of your own music omploys recitation...

Whal ' doing, I aware peopie Iink its 3 namase, but in
iy i g 0 Singing, 15 a celivery. | cenainly wouldn't say
1'was daing,this, which is Just a straight namaiive hich
60857 ide... 1re's not really masic for it 10 fit in with. I'e
tan a couple of things like that. Ie done an album called !
Have A Special Flan For This Worid, where the texl was witlen
by an American horr witer called Thomas Ligott, and | read
1hot over fractured music done by me and Steve. There was

ot of reaiment an the voice, we were using exiraneos cicks
and effects sa in that wey the vaice, although it wes
tecoghisably saying words, was sl being uszd as an
instrument, sa it wasn't 3 siralght namelive, it was an
instrument with & nomaive force. Maybe @ bit ke when
[Peter] Framptan used to do “Show Me The Way”, 50 it was
uitar but it was his voice.

Your big Influence revealed.

1 didn' ke him but | remember a Kid at schoal saying. Have
you been hit by the Frampers Phenomenon yet?” | hought, it
its called the ‘Frampers Phenomenon’, cven if s good, |
ey don't want to be part of it

ANIMA-SOUND

“N DA DA UUM DA"

FROM LIUSIK FGR ALLE IALGA MARGHEN) 1571

15 this ANImA? | 6Ke Aniria oL, Steve Stapleton Used 1o
play me a 1ot of (Krautrock] stuff, neary all of which | hatad
because it was hairies gaing insane on saloing with Mandst
dialectic over the top, which sent me crying and runaing to
the tallet But Anims, there's so much space in i, is
acoustic and i’ really sincere. | ploy this to peaple and they
say | shouldn't ke it because it daesn’t it in with other
things | tend ta fike. But | thought they were really catchy:
they did have a pop sensibilily, n a way. s very simple,
really auite inspired, They travelled araund in 2 fitde bus to
play shaws, didn't they? [Ulirasanic Seraphim by Sand,
rereleased on Tibet's Durtro Label] is my favourite German
album of all time. Thirsty Moon are a group | like a lot, and
Alcatraz, as | mentioned befare: Vampire State Building is a
freat recard.

Cosaic music's fine but it's difficult to da really well and
(Tangering Drean's] Zeit, for me, that was the wimate, That
and s Nosferaty, the Popul Vuh souncrsck, That’s ot
cosmic in the same way but its got a tigpy feel to it. Its not
o kind of music | piay a ot, but | do when my gifiend is out
of the hause

CHARLEY PATTON
“PRAYER OF DEATH PART 1"
FROM SCREAMN" ANG HOLLERTN' THE BLUES [REVENANT] 2001
I'm batter on the gospel than this. AL firs | thought it was
Charley Patton... but its not?
It fs Charley Patton.
G fuck. His voice isn't normally quite as high es this, ¢
‘nomally a bit more sturred... | was thinking. it not Bind
Lemon Jefferson and it's not Leadbelly [distracted by musie].
beautitul, My real favourite in this area of biues/gospel/rew
‘Americana s Blind Willia Jahnson. | do tend to prafer ones
with a regious feel, ke [Jonsan's] “Im Gowg Ta Run To The
Of Refuge, thats absolulely stunning,
The feeling of transience you mentioned in the music of
Lawes, manifests itself in the blues in a different way.
It's fife absolutely on the edge and judgment just around the
comer, s cenainly someshing thats been ot the farefont of
my own thinking. Spacifical,for me it not just monalty, s
judgment, because | think we are all Judged by God. f you
were gaing to raw a wite difference between biues and early
gospel, the blues tend to be connected with the grodlems of
the hese and now, whereas gospel deals with the prevlems of
the heeafier, But they both do twell with the problems.of the:
uniightenus. And the peaple who sing the blues were very
much in the pasition of being trampled down by the
wnrighteaus, Martallly and judgment: for me they are tuo
things that human beings Shawld constanty consider,

The blues ks always abaut peaple being smashed down by
lendewners, drink, whatever and geting up again. Even witn
Charley Patten's “Oh Death”, the blues are always about
efiance. nat resignation, Ifs the sourd of someane being
icke in the foce @ thousand times and is sill saying, 'm
0ing 10 et up, its another new day’, and | love that |



